Week Two
Why Joy Looks So Different
CATCHING UP
· Welcome any new members.
· Go around the group and answer the question, how has your week been going?
· What did you take away from the last lesson, and how has it made a difference in your life this week?

DIVING IN
I would believe in their salvation
if they looked a little more like
people who have been saved.

Friedrich Nietzsche,
commenting on the Christians he knew
Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don't try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way.

- James 1:2-4 (MSG) 

WE Know Our True Colors Under Pressure
James said that we get to know what someone's "true colors" really are, not when things are good, but when the pressure is on.
OTHERS Also Know Our True Colors When We're Under Pressure
Do everything readily and cheerfully – no bickering, no second-guessing allowed! Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the living God. Carry the light-giving Message into the night."


- Philippians 2:14-15 (MSG)

All of us want the product of trials and pain – maturity – without having to go through the process of trials and pain.
In Acts 16:16-34, the Bible records the account of the arrest and imprisonment of Paul and Silas in Philippi. And the Bible says...

Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening.


- Acts 16:25 (NLT)

Did their prayer and praise make a difference? It did in the life of the jailer...

He (the jailer) brought them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced because they all believed in God.


- Acts 16:34 (NLT)
Joy looks different, and people take notice! So choose joy!!
Talking It Over
1. How does our outward faith-life reveal about our relationship with God?
2. Contrast the witness of one who is harsh, critical, and demands that people behave better before knowing Jesus versus the witness of one who is Spirit-filled, gracious, and joyful.
3. How has your external behavior been challenged by circumstances lately in such a way that it was difficult to maintain your witness?
4. Is there anyone watching your life right now that you'd like to pray for?
SERVING TOGETHER

Talk about how your group might be able to serve together, within the church or within the community once or twice during this study. 

STAYING ON MISSION

It's very important for every group to remember our big mission of reaching people who are far from God and bringing them closer to knowing Jesus. Who do you know that you could invite to the group?
Another way to live out our mission is to multiply and form new groups. Start praying now about how your group can spin off another group after this study. 
