Feeling Tempted? Don’t Take The Bait!
“What Happens Next” Series- Part 03

Share/Connect time: What object from your childhood home would you like to have right now? To
whom would you will this possession once you are gone?
Don’t touch that stick! As a boy, I remember trying to trap some birds in my yard
under a box. Most are familiar with this kind of snare: you need a box, some seeds
for bait, a stick, and a long length of string to pull the stick out from under the
propped-up box once the prey has entered.
As the illustration shows, a trap or snare is only as good as its bait! You only have a chance at
entrapment if you use the bait the prey loves.
The Bible has a word for this: “Skandalon”. It is a Greek word that means: a stick for bait (of a trap),
generally a snare, a stumbling block, an entrapment, an offense. It’s used 15 times in the New
Testament and the following are two examples:
Jesus turned to Peter and said, "Get away from Me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to Me.
You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God's." Matthew 16:23
So let's stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not
cause another believer to stumble and fall. Rom. 14:13
As we continue our study on how to defeat temptation, it is wise to realize that most temptations start
with an “attractive bait”. In this study let’s look at the Bible record of Christ facing the Tempter (Satan)
and saying “No” to the bait and trap.
Book:
Luke 4:1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River. He was led by the Spirit
in the wilderness,
Luke 4:2 where He was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate nothing all that time and
became very hungry.
Luke 4:3 Then the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become a loaf of
bread."
Luke 4:4 But Jesus told him, "No! The Scriptures say, 'People do not live by bread alone.'"
Luke 4:5 Then the devil took Him up and revealed to Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment
of time.
Luke 4:6 "I will give You the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them," the devil said,
"because they are mine to give to anyone I please.
Luke 4:7 I will give it all to You if You will worship me."
Luke 4:8 Jesus replied, "The Scriptures say, 'You must worship the LORD your God and serve only
Him.'"
Luke 4:9 Then the devil took Him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, and said, "If You
are the Son of God, jump off!
Luke 4:10 For the Scriptures say, 'He will order His angels to protect and guard you.
Luke 4:11 And they will hold you up with their hands so you won't even hurt your foot on a stone.'"
Luke 4:12 Jesus responded, "The Scriptures also say, 'You must not test the LORD your God.'"
Luke 4:13 When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left Him until the next opportunity came.

Let’s get into the Word:
Why do you suppose the Scriptures record the fact that Jesus was “full of the Spirit” and “led by the
Spirit into the wilderness”? How can you apply your answer to this question to your own life when
tempted?
Fill in the following chart:
Scripture
Text
Luke 4:2-4

What Was The Temptation?

The Offered Bait?

How Did Jesus Say “No”?

Luke 4:5-8
Luke 4:9-12

When you are hungry, turning stones to bread is a very tempting bait…if you have the ability to do so.
What does Jesus’ response teach us about meeting physical needs in our lives?
Every bait has some element to truth and deceit to it (consider the hook and the worm). So Satan,
our world system, and our own sinfulness can also offer both truth and deceit. List the deceits that
Satan put before Jesus?
What were the truths or legitimate needs/desires that Satan pointed out to Jesus?
How do you personally discern that a legitimate need is being met in the right way?
What is the implication of verse 13 for Jesus and for you?
Steven Cole (Copyright, 1998, Steven J. Cole) has pointed out that Jesus shows us five strategies for
overcoming temptation. Look at his list and list one action step you can take to assure its completion:
1. BE ALONE WITH GOD.
2. BE PREPARED TO BE TEMPTED, ESPECIALLY AFTER A VICTORY.
3. BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.
4. BE ARMED WITH SCRIPTURE.
5. BE READY FOR FURTHER ATTACKS.
Homework:
What are you being tempted with in this season of life?
Can you identify the bait, the attractive snare?
What would God have you do in this situation?

